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CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, SE 

SUBJECT: CIVAIR - AIRBUS ECONOMICS/RELIABILITY 

REE: STATE 005609 

1. THE AIRBUS' ARRIVAL IN SOUTH AERICA DURING THE WEEK 

OF NOVEMBER 22ND WAS THE SUBJECT OF SUBSTANTIAL NATION-WIDE 
PUBLICITY AND "BALLYHOO". THE JOHANNESBURG RAND DAILY 
MAIL AND ITS CAPE TOWN SISTER PAPER, THE CAPE TIMES AMONG 
OTHERS, CARRIED FRONT PAGE PHOTOGRAPHS WITH STORIES QUOTING 
THE SAA PILOTS TO THE EEFECT "SHE'S A PILOT'S DREAM" AND, 

"THE BEST AIRCRAFT I'VE EVER FLOWN". EXTRACTS THESE ITEMS 
WERE FORWARDED DEPARTMENT ON DECEMBER 1, 1976. 

2. DURING RECENT YEARS, SAA HAS HAD A PROPENSITY FOR 
OVERBOOKING ON ITS RELATIVELY LIMITED SCHEDULE OF FLIGHTS 
BETWEEN JOHANNESBURG AND CAPE TOWN THUS LEAVING PASSENGDRS 
HIGH AND DRY (AND INEURIATED) AT THE AIRPORTS. SINCE THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 JOHANN 001 10 211021Z 

AIRBUS TRIALS WERE COMPLETED WELL PRIOR TO THE ANNUAL HOLIDAY 
PERIOD DECEMBER 15 - JANUARY 15, OUR CURRENT READINGS ARE THAT 
THE AIRBUS (SUPPLEMENTING THE BOEING 737) HAS VIRTUALLY OBVIATED 
THIS SITUATION SINCE ITS INTRODUCTION ON THIS ROUTE. 

3. WE CONTINUING TO MONITOR THIS SITUATIO ALONG LINES 
REETEL AND SHALL REPORT FURTHER AS DATA AVAILABLE. 
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